SYNOPSIS
A short personality based documentary that chronicles the life of
Hector Pinkney, an extraordinary community worker based in
Handsworth, Birmingham. We focus on Hector’s families history
in community work, his determination to make a positive change
in the Handsworth community and how he gained the title of Mr.
Handsworth. Unity in the Community challenges the negative
reputation of the Handsworth area and how people like Hector
are changing this negative representation.
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DIRECTORS STATEMENT
This film was extremely important for me to make as I have lived in the
Handsworth area all my life. One of the reasons for making UNITY IN THE
COMMUNITY was to tell a story about a man who has impacted the
community in a positive way. It was also made to challenge the dominant
reputation that Handsworth is a dangerous area, a no-go area. This project is
a way to show the outside world the truth about this area and to expose how
people in the area feel about it instead of outside voices. Hector Pinkney and
his family have welcomed everyone into their home regardless of race,
colour, gender, age and background. Their compassion has been recognized
in and throughout the community. This story shares how one person can
make a change in someone else’s life no matter how small that change is.
Unity in the Community is a personal story to me because I have witnessed
how people talk about the area and have seen the faces they make when I
tell them that I am from Handsworth. This documentary focuses on the
positives of the area instead of the negatives which is what a lot of media
outlets do.
Making this film has truly been an amazing experience and it was really
heart-warming to see how many people are attached to this area. It also
made my passion and curiosity greater as I have learnt about the history of
the area that I have lived in for 21 years. I hope that whoever watches this is
inspired to make change in their community and to not be judgemental about
a place before they have even been to it.
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DIRECTORS Q&A
Why did you chose to focus on Hector Pinkney and what
makes him different to every other community worker?
One of the reasons I chose to make a documentary about
Hector Pinkney was because he is a strong individual with a
strong story. He has touched the Handsworth community in a
way that I do not understand. I wanted to find out how he did
this and how he gained the title of ”Mr. Handsworth”. What
makes him different to ever other community worker is his
families legacy that they have left behind. Hector has chosen
this type of work, he has chosen to serve the community. He
will be remembered in my community for a very long time.
What are the reasons for the stylistic choices you made?
I wanted to make this documentary as naturalistic as possible.
I wanted the style to represent Hector’s personality. He is a old
soul who is kind, passionate and he truly loves the Handsworth
area. I chose to have a mixture of archive, expository and
observational footage to show both the past and the present.
By doing this it shows Hector’s process on how he has actually
made a change to the Handsworth community. The colours
that I wanted to use is yellow, black and grey. I picked these
because it is a perfect combination that represents Hector. The
black and grey representing the past and the way Handsworth
is perceived and the yellow representing his personality and
how he has shed light on the community.
What inspired you to become a filmmaker?
I guess you can say curiosity is what made me want to become
a filmmaker. I have always been interested in finding out about
peoples lives, their experiences and how they deal with them.
Something about true stories engages me in a way I cannot
explain. During university I have learnt that my passion lies
within documentary filmmaking because it helps me fill my
passion. Not only do I find the stories I hear inspiring, I also
want to share these stories to world so others can be inspired.
Telling a story and seeing the way the audience reacts to it is
truly rewarding.
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